Aboriginal socio-economic characteristics: issues affecting the interpretation of statistics.
Statistical data on aborigines in Australia are examined, and it is recognized that internationally accepted census definitions and criteria may not be appropriate for analyzing the situation of aboriginal groups. In particular, the author "uses 1981 census-based comparisons of some Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal socio-economic characteristics and discusses how these assessments are affected by Aboriginal attributes. Attention is confined to three commonly used socio-economic indicators: labour force status, occupational category and income (on an individual and per capita basis)--all examined on an Australia-wide basis and specifically for the Northern Territory."